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Mud season is here  
already.   

Keep your boots handy! 



Moore Free Library & Robert L. Crowell Art Gallery  

During the month of March the Crowell Gallery will feature: 

Julia Duke – Fiber and quilt art  
 moorefreelibrary@gmail.com           www.moorefreelibrary.org 

Library & Gallery Hours:  Tues, Weds, Fri 1-5, Thurs 1-6, Sat 10-1       

Phone: 802-365-7948 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

March Mission 

One Great Hour of Sharing is a  Christian effort to  

empower,  provide water, supply food, and give relief 

from disasters.  
 

Water Projects   We currently have projects in over 20 countries. 

Hunger Relief  Learn how we are feeding the hungry all over the world. 

Disaster Relief  Not just  immediate responses, but long-term commitment. 

Empowerment  Helping men and women provide for their families. 
From:     onegreathourofsharing.org 

mailto:moorefreelibrary@gmail.com
http://www.moorefreelibrary.org/


 
Lenten greetings, dear friends, 
 
A couple of weeks ago, as I was en route to a visit I’d been looking forward to, I received 
my annual mud-season humbling, much earlier than usual. As my “Little Prius That 
Could” attempted to climb the steep hill leading to my destination, I could feel the ter-
rain softening beneath me. My tires churned in the mire, flinging no end of muck into 
my undercarriage, prompting me to complete the ritual humbling with my standard 
line of self-inquiry: What was I thinking? 
 
Fortunately, this time, I managed to escape and trudged my way back to solid ground. 
While on my way back to the church, the loud rhythmic patter of crumbling clods 
knocking around beneath me somehow got me thinking about Lent. Traditionally dur-
ing this time many of us identify something significant to give up for the season—for 
example, “fasting” from participation on a social media platform or from a certain food 
or from a particular activity. 
 
Ideally this “going without” creates space in which to contemplate and reorient our lives 
(again) toward the vision of love God has set before us. If this is a meaningful practice 
for you, if it yields good fruit—wonderful! Lately, though, I’ve been inspired by Dr. Paul 
Galbreath to think of Lent as a season that’s less about “giving things up” and more 
about “opening up to discover God’s presence around us,” especially in the natural 
world.  
 
It is not at all incidental that this year the Lenten season begins in earnest with a spot-
light on Matthew 4:1-11, Jesus’ Spirit-led sojourn in the wilderness—a mission-critical 
time of unlearning and relearning, of letting the logic and cadence of his landscape 
seep deep into his mind, body, and spirit. I wonder, what might we learn if we attune 
ourselves to our own landscape? What might we notice? And who might we become if 
we take these observations to heart? 
 
For my part, I don’t think the muddy road was chastening me (or my poor Prius) so 
much as showing me how to open up—becoming more porous, letting God’s Spirit fill 
more of me, breaking up my rigidities, softening my disposition, slowing my cadence, 
and leaving a mark (lots and lots of marks, in fact). 
 
Whatever form your Lenten practice takes (if any), may this season occasion for you a 
closer encounter with the divine and, in turn, more authentic, loving relationships than 
you’ve ever known. 
 
In abundance, 
Matt 



Courageous Conversations Corner 
 

In January 2023, we launched a new program called “Courageous Conversa-
tions,” a series of monthly public conversations at the Newfane Church ( 11 
Church Street, Newfane) at 7:00pm on the last Tuesday of each month. The 
purpose of Courageous Conversations is to create a regular space in which 
to engage folks in our area on a range of pertinent questions facing our 
country and community. Each month we’re tackling a different topic in the 
hope of creating opportunities to face hard, uncomfortable, high-stakes 
questions, together, in healthy, generative ways that stoke our curiosity,  
illumine our perspectives, and make space for real difference. 
 
At each meeting, attendees have an opportunity to join the conversation. In 
the hope of rooting our conversations into a Covenant for Conversation, be-
ing: “As I am here to learn with and from my fellow participants in the con-
versation, I covenant to: Listen carefully, avoiding judgment; Speak truthful-
ly and only from own experience; Assume good intentions; Show respect, 
especially in disagreement; Allow others time to speak; Accept disagree-
ment or questioning non-defensively; and To honor this covenant, even if 
others fail to do so.” 

 
Conversation #1: On Christian nationalism 
Our first conversation, on Christian nationalism, was held on January 31. Our 
conversation partner was Erica M. Ramirez, Ph.D. Dr. Ramirez is a cultural 
sociologist who specializes in American Pentecostalism. Her work in this ar-
ea has been published in outlets such as The Washington Post and New 
York Times. She was recently named a 2022 Faith Influencer by Religion 
News Service for her much-read article about Texan congresswoman Mayra 
Flores. She has also contributed scholarly articles about evangelical female 
authority for Marginalia and the influence of revolutionary culture on evan-
gelicalism for Political Theology Network. She is currently working on her 
first book with Oxford University Press, which treats the rise of Pentecostal-
ism as carnivalesque. 
 
Conversation #2: On Vermont’s housing crisis 
Our second conversation, on Vermont’s housing crisis, was held on Febru-
ary 28. Our conversation partner was Peter Elwell. Mr. Elwell of Brattleboro 
retired in 2021 after a 36-year career in local government management. He 
was born and raised in Brattleboro during the 1960s and 1970s, then earned 
a BA at Middlebury College and a Master of Government Administration at 



the University of Pennsylvania. After serving as an assistant manager for 13 
years, Peter was Township Manager in Roxbury, New Jersey, for 2 years and 
Town Manager in Palm Beach, Florida, for 14 years before returning home 
to serve as Town Manager in Brattleboro for 7 years. Peter dealt with hous-
ing and land regulations throughout his municipal career and has become 
more deeply involved in housing matters in his retirement years, serving 
on the boards of Groundworks Collaborative and the Winston Prouty Cen-
ter for Child and Family Development.  He lives in Brattleboro with his wife, 
State Senator Wendy Harrison, and they are grateful to have their two 
adult children and their partners living nearby. 

 
Conversation #3: On the church and abortion 
Our third conversation, on the church and abortion, is scheduled to take 
place on March 28 at 7pm. Our conversation partner for the evening will 
be Elizabeth M. Freese, Ph.D, whose work supports faith-based activism in 
religious education for the reproductive movement, with particular em-
phasis on abortion morality and biblical theology. Please stay tuned for 
more information. 
 
For more information on any of the above, please contact Pastor Matt 
Deen by emailing him at matt@newfane.church or by calling the church 
at 802-365-4079.   Attendance is free but space is limited. 
 

OPEN AND AFFIRMING COVENANT 
With joy and celebration, the Newfane Congregational Church, 
UCC declares itself to be an open and affirming congregation. 
We welcome all who seek to follow Jesus to share in the full life 
and ministry of the church. We value each person as a beloved 

child of God, and celebrate the diversity God has created. What-
ever your age, race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity or expression, marital status, physical, 
cognitive, or emotional ability, we invite you to grow with us in 
faith and love. Whoever you are and wherever you are in life’s 

journey, you are most welcome here. 



 

Easter Flower Order Form 
  

If you would like to have flowers in Church for Easter, 
please fill in the information below. Checks can be mailed 

or dropped off in the church office and  
must be received by March 9.   

  
Please make checks payable to:   Newfane Church 

 P.O. Box 27 
  Newfane, Vermont 05345 

  
          _____ Lilies at $11.50 each          
  
          _____ Red Tulips at $11.50 each    
 
      _____ Yellow Daffodils at $11.50 each 
  
  
  Given by:        _____________________________________ 

 
  I would like to give my plant in memory of: 

 _________________________________________________________            

 

_________________________________________________________ 

   
_____ I will pick up my plant    _____ I will leave my plant at the church. 

  

Get ready!   The Annual Soup Fest and Silent Auction returns!  
Sunday, March 26th!  

 
Doors open at 4:00 PM    -   NewBrook FireStation, Rte. 30, Newfane 

Bidding & 50/50 Raffle: 4:00 to 5:30 
Soup & Bread served: 5:30, Desserts follow 
Suggested admission donation: $5 to $10 

 
Can you donate an auction item, a service, or gift certificate to the silent auction?   

Please call Larry Robinson at 802 365-7766. 
All proceeds will support the Historical Society of Windham County’s  

West River Railroad Museum and County Museum. 
 

We thank all of our generous donors to the event and Hope to see you March 26th! 
See the Historical Society’s website for more details: www.historicalsocietyofwindhamcounty.org  

http://www.historicalsocietyofwindhamcounty.org/


Senior Lunch March 9, 2023 

 On the menu:   Fruitcup 

Corned Beef & Cabbage 

Potatoes & Carrots 

Soda Bread 

Dessert:  Shamrock Shake & Cookies  

Many thanks to Winnie Dolan and her team of mixers, 
mashers, cooks, servers, dishwashers and all around  

cleaner-uppers!  We couldn’t do this without all of you! 
   

 

 
Nature has  

cunning ways  
of finding our 
weak spots. 

 
 
 
 

Sometimes, you just have to laugh, then go with the flow! 



March Birthdays 
 

Alexandria Adams – March 1 
Rehana Grip –March  2 

Kimberly King – March 3 
Joe DeFelice – March 6 

Miriam Allbee – March 7 
Jane McAllister – March 7 

David McCormack – March 7 
Derek Pierson – March 8 
Dylan Shine – March 8 

Greg Underwood – March 8 
Karen Fontaine – March 8 
JoEllen Tarallo – March 9 
Olivia Chabot – March 10 
Marge Dedell – March 11 
Riley Barton – March 13 

James Dougan - March 13  
Megan King – March 14 

Cynthia Patriquin – March 17 
Andrea Baker – March 18 

Samantha Harlow – March 18 
Ellie Lemire – March 20 

Kennedy  Shine – March 20 
Kathy Stover – March 24 

Betty Ann Nelson – March 27 
Phil Litano –March 30 

Richard Brace –March 31  

 

If  you would like to reach a deacon,  
contact info is here:   

 Debbie Cook        257-0609   

 Linda Bastian        365-0100  

 Lois Cutting          221-4820 

 Andi Baker            365-9304  

 Diane Bower         365-9205          

 Bucky Pelsue         365-7689 

 George Newton    464-7672 

 Karen Fontaine 365-9884 

 
Men’s Coffee  
March 2nd 

We’ll meet IN PERSON at 10 am.  
at the church. Email Bucky or call him at 

365-7689. 

 
The Church Council will  
meet (in person) on  
March 8th at 7:30 pm  

at the church.  
The purpose of the meeting 
is to hear updates from the 
committees, and to start 
planning for the Annual 

Meeting in June.  

 

Veggie Van Go  
will be at  

Newfane Church on: 
Thursday, March  23,  

Noon - 1 pm 
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1 2 

 
Men’s Coffee  

10 am   
 
 

Bells 6:15 
Choir 7:30 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 
 

Worship 
& Communion 

10 am 

6 
 

Al-Anon 
7:00 pm 

 
 
 

7 
 

Sew What’s 
4 pm 

8 
 

Trustees’ Mtg. 
6:30 pm 

 
Council Mtg 

7:30 

9 
 

Senior Lunch 
at noon 

 
Bells 6:15 
Choir 7:30 

10 
 

11 
 
 

12 
Worship 

10 am 
 
 

Daylight  
Savings Time 

Begins 

13 
 

Al-Anon 
7:00 pm 

 

14 
 

Sew What’s 
4 pm 

 
 

15 
 

Open  
Sanctuary 

5:30 

16 
 

Bells 6:15 
Choir 7:30 

 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

Worship  
10 am 

 
 

20 
 

Al-Anon 
7:00 pm 

 
Steeple  

Info Due In 

21 
 

Linus Quilters 
1 –4 pm 

22 
 

Bible Study  
5 pm 

23 
 

Veggie Van Go 
Noon-1:00 

 
Bells 6:15 
Choir 7:30 

24 25 
 
 

26 
 

Worship  
10 am 

27 
 

Al-Anon 
7:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 

Sew What’s 
4 pm 

 
Courageous 

Conversations 
7 pm 

29 30 31 April  1 
 

Fools’ Day 

       

March 
2023 
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An Open and Affirming  
Congregation of the UCC 

 

PO Box 27 
Newfane, VT 05345 

 
newfanechurch@gmail.com 
www.newfanechurch.com 

 802-365-4079 
 

Address Service Requested 
 

 

Worship and Spiritual Formation at Newfane Church, UCC    March 2023 
 

Sunday, March 5 | 2nd Sunday of Lent | 10am 
John 3:1-17 | “Born again...and again” | Communion Observed (no childcare) 

 
Sunday, March 12 | 3rd Sunday of Lent | 10am 

Rom. 5:1-11 | “Hope in Suffering?” (Miriam Allbee) | Childcare available 
 

Wednesday, March 15 | Open Sanctuary | 5:30pm 
A time of self-led quiet contemplation in the sanctuary 

 
Sunday, March 19 | 4th Sunday of Lent | 10am 

Psalm 23  | The Lord is my shepherd (Jim Kyle) | No childcare available 
 

Wednesday, March 22 | Bible Study | 6pm 
Scripture in Focus: John 11:1-45 – Lazarus raised from the dead 

 
Sunday, March 26 | 5th Sunday of Lent | 10am 

John 11:1-45 | “What is enough?” | Childcare available 


